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THE EMOTION OF THE IDEAL 



GEORGE P. MAINS, D.D., LL.D. 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 



The caption of this paper is a phrase 
taken from a late book, The Science of 
Power, by Benjamin Kidd, posthumously 
published. Few men of any age have 
had a deeper insight into the very soul 
of civilization than has the author of 
this book. His Social Evolution, written 
nearly a quarter of a century ago, excited 
widest interest and gave him at once a 
foremost rank among the political seers 
of the age. Social Evolution has been 
translated into nearly every literary 
language of the world. 

In this latest book Mr. Kidd some- 
what severely arraigns Western civiliza- 
tion as being chiefly governed by mili- 
tant and egoistic motives. In this 
arraignment his is not a lone voice. At 
present, though perhaps not well appre- 
hended in the common thought, there is 
evolving a great new ethical and altruis- 
tic education. Its scope is no less 
than world-amelioration — such transfor- 
mation of the common thought and mo- 
tive as to make it the fitting foreheralding 
of a new weal for human society. The 
prophets of a noble altruism in our times 
are many. Any serious attempt to 
characterize these men must perforce 
classify them as men of conscience, of 
vision, and of courage. They are 
fearlessly focusing the white light of 
investigation upon all conditions — social, 
commercial, and civic — of present world- 
life. With patience and thoroughness 
they are mastering the very anatomy 
of the forces which shape our modern 



world. Their movements are character- 
ized by the ethical spirit of the old 
Hebrew prophets. Like a chasm to be 
bridged, the clearest modern utterance 
anticipates a radical cleavage both in 
character and function, as between the 
forces which have ruled in the past and 
those which are to dominate the future. 

Darwin, though really thinking in a 
widely different field, has been largely 
appropriated as the chief prophet and 
expounder of that militant spirit which 
has so ruled the past. Life is a remorse- 
less struggle for existence, resulting in a 
survival of the fittest. The fittest means 
the strongest, the party who, himself 
surviving, is able to smite down his 
rival. If A is able to kill B, then A 
survives and becomes the progenitor of 
the dominant race. This is nothing 
more nor less than the law of the jungle. 
It is not to say that Darwin was person- 
ally unethical — far from it; but it is due 
to say that Darwin in his naturalistic 
studies was more occupied with the 
jungle than with ethical life. He was 
never expertly at home in applying "the 
survival of the fittest " to human society. 
We must give him credit by refusing 
to believe that he himself ever really 
thought that the law of the jungle could 
be fittingly and universally applied to 
the human social order. 

It seems historically true, however, 
that a law which Darwin announced as 
fundamental in nature — namely, struggle 
for existence resulting in the survival 
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of the fittest — has been violently and 
widely diverted from its legitimate 
natural application and has been forced 
to do extensive service in the militant, 
business, and social conflicts of modern 
civilization. As covering all competitive 
grounds, this fact has wide and most 
tragic illustration in the case of Germany. 
Germany has, by most intensive school- 
ing of all her national forces, deliberately 
prostituted her civilization to the spirit 
of the jungle. She has exalted force to 
supreme place in her national counsels 
and policies. She has enthroned might 
as the only right. In her practical 
creed conscience merits no higher place 
than the instinct of the rattlesnake. 
Bismarck, Nietzsche, Treitschke, Bern- 
hardi, installed as her chief leaders and 
teachers, have fairly thralled the German 
national mind with a philosophy of be- 
deviled brutishness; and so Germany, 
a nation with a great history, re-enforced 
with all science and yet ruthless and 
without conscience, dismissing all mor- 
ality, has undertaken a brute conquest 
of civilization. How in gross subversion 
of all ethical standards have been her 
motives and her conduct is well attested 
by her present moral status in world- 
thought. She stands at the bar of 
civilization an outcast among the na- 
tions. She has earned for herself the 
irreversible moral contempt of mankind. 
The supreme lesson of all is that no 
nation is or can be strong enough to 
afford or to attempt defiance against 
the universal moral sense of the world. 
Germany has sought to instal wholesale 
for her people a Circe's banquet. She 
has not been able to escape the penalty 
of the swinish transformation. 



The self-centered aims, however, 
which Germany has exploited on a 
national scale have been woefully mani- 
fest in the departments of trade and 
even in the social life of the modern 
world. "No law and no morality but 
their own advantage"' has too much 
furnished the working hypothesis of 
corporations and of private business. 
There is no chapter in human history 
more discreditable or hopeless than the 
ease with which, in multitudes of cases, 
men have blinded themselves to moral 
distinctions. In the direction in which 
their selfish interests have impelled 
them they welcome no corrections. As 
by the magical illusion of some dark 
art, they make themselves believe that 
black is white, and that evil is good. 
It is only a little time since American 
slaveowners searched their Bibles to 
find justification for their evil institu- 
tion. The traffic in human flesh and 
blood was defended, and no doubt sin- 
cerely so, from Christian pulpits. There 
is no evil trade, however inherently 
bad, which some men will not espouse 
and defend. Certain types of child 
labor have come to be construed by 
enlightened legislation as a crime against 
society. Yet even now there are Chris- 
tian (!) proprietors who hesitate not to 
take little children from the sunlight 
and the schools and to herd them in 
stuffy factories, grinding their tender 
fiber into the products of machine and 
loom, with the result that before middle 
manhood is reached they are cast out 
withered and bent in premature age, 
intellectually and morally dwarfed, 
physically spent, fit only for the slag 
heap of wasted humanity. 
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The measureless pity is that this 
kind of thing can be endlessly illustrated 
in the business world. It is intrenched 
at the very seats of power. Neither 
preacher nor reformer can rebuke it 
without drawing to himself the menace 
of ostracism and destruction. The truth 
is that the worshipers of Mammon, both 
in and out of the church, it must be said, 
desire simply to be let alone. They 
welcome the voice of no prophet. They 
are the children of an ancient ancestry 
who were wont to say to the seers, " See 
not," and to the prophets, "Prophesy 
not unto us right things, speak unto us 
smooth things, prophesy deceits"; as 
though thus they could escape the vision 
of the Holy One of Israel! 

The social world is fruitful in illustra- 
tion of the same principle. Selfishness — 
the kind which seeks its own recognition 
regardless of the rights of others — is a 
deadly foe to ideal social and moral 
progress. 

Darwin was, par excellence, the ex- 
pounder of naturalistic, organic evolu- 
tion. He was not the prophet of an 
ethical world. The chief creator of an 
epic in scientific thought, he was no 
architect of human civilization. That 
his lucidly announced law of the jungle 
should have been so widely seized upon 
as the re-enforcement and justification 
of man's competitive selfishness in about 
every sphere of action is only an attesta- 
tion on a wide scale of how near to the 
primitive and brutal instincts civilization 
still lingers. 

Nevertheless, notwithstanding the 
stubbornness of the brute heredities, it 
is becoming ever more clear that the 
organic evolution of the jungle is some- 



thing immeasurably different, and on a 
distinct plane, from another order of 
evolution — the evolution of an ethical 
human society. The latter carries us at 
once from the material to a social and 
moral realm. It is something like the 
vision of the Revelator, bringing to view 
a new heaven and a new earth. In the 
realm of social evolution the perfect 
structure is something to be wrought out 
by man himself. So far from being 
shaped by blind instincts and by san- 
guinary struggles of brute strength the 
social evolution is impelled forward by 
the tidal emotions of social ideals and is 
to be finally shaped and guided by the 
highest reason. The historical develop- 
ment of the social evolution demon- 
strates that it is increasingly and surely 
guided in ethical directions. It is evok- 
ing more and more in the world the 
spirit of a real human brotherhood. It 
awakens another-regarding passion which 
prompts that the service of each shall 
be enlisted for the welfare of all. 
In this realm subordination of selfish 
interests to the common good is a law 
of action. Sacrifice, service, are the 
great words of its code. 

While such a society is now far from 
dominant, while its ideals are by many 
only dimly seen, yet it is something 
which is surely rising ever more clearly 
upon the world's best vision. Its proph- 
ecy is widening and becoming more 
articulate day by day. Under our very 
eyes the credentials of its sureness are 
being multiplied in the significant events 
and achievements of passing history. 
Human society, under some high guid- 
ance, is building in the earth the struc- 
ture of a peaceful and perfect civilization. 
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The chief force, or atmosphere, 
through which this perfecting evolution 
is to come Mr. Kidd declares to be not 
human reason but what he is pleased 
to name "the evolution of the ideal." 
This title is perhaps as good as any which 
could be well formulated. When we 
come to compare, as motor forces in 
human conduct, reason with emotion, we 
are forced to give by far the dominant 
place to emotion. The decisive historic 
movements, hardly without exception, 
have been brought to pass far more by 
emotion than by reason. Christianity, 
from core out a sane religion, gained its 
decisive ascendancy in the Roman 
Empire by its appeal to the emotions of 
the populace, to their instinctive sense 
of the religious and mysterious. The 
Crusades were prompted by unreasonable 
enthusiasms, but their appeal to a com- 
mon emotion was responded to by a series 
of migrations which hurled themselves 
upon the coasts of the East like the 
waves of the sea. The French Revolu- 
tion was a riot of unreason, a cyclone of 
emotion. The mailed forces of Ger- 
many in August, 1014, inciting them- 
selves with songs of conquest, moved 
buoyantly forward upon a campaign 
which was to mean for millions of them 
slaughter upon the battlefield and in 
the trenches. But they were not moved 
by any promptings of sane reason. They 
were impelled by the emotion of an ideal. 

It is only in most exceptional moods 
that we have much realization of how 
truly we are the creatures of inherited 
habits, instincts, and emotions. In 
religion we belong to this or that denom- 
ination; in politics we are Democrats 
or Republicans, after the patterns of 
our fathers before us. In our ordinary 



courses of conduct we do not act upon 
analyzed and sifted reasons for our 
preferences nearly as much as we assume. 
Fashion may be intrinsically one of the 
most irrational of fads, but those who 
follow the fashion are legion. We have 
such instinctive and impulsive kinship 
with the mob that, whether right or 
wrong, we are prompted to march with 
the crowd. The great thing which we 
call civilization is but a marshaling of 
emotions. 

All this, however, is not to be con- 
strued as minifying, much less displac- 
ing, the function of reason as a rule of 
conduct. If emotion and instinct were 
to be the sole factor in governing human 
action, society would prove to be little 
better than an irrational mob. Mr. 
Kidd is not to be charged with any 
intentional scandalizing of the reasoning 
faculty. He is himself, if anything, 
intellectual. He clothes all his theories 
with so perfect a vesture of thought as to 
give them instant classification with 
intellectual principles. His "emotion 
of the ideal" is therefore not simply a 
brilliant flame to be lighted and wasted 
in the open air but an irresistible dy- 
namic to be finally harnessed and util- 
ized by imperial reason. Most largely, as 
far as the governing principles of society 
are concerned, it is reason that evolves 
wisdom. The laws on the statute books, 
the rules which guide the decisions of the 
judge on the bench, the creations of the 
inventor, the surveying of a railroad 
route, the navigation of an ocean liner, 
the astronomical science of the heavens, 
all these and innumerable other regula- 
tive factors of society are evolved by 
reason. A superlative qualification of 
General Foch for the supreme command 
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of the allied armies was his perfect 
knowledge of the laws of military strate- 
gy and his cool, judicious, and intelligent 
application of them on the widest scale 
of action. General Foch may carry in 
himself the potentialities of intense 
emotion, but the one thing which decided 
both his fitness and his success as chief- 
tain in a world-crisis was the exercise 
of a Jovian intellect. It must, however, 
be emphasized that the victory was made 
possible only because a scientifically 
trained mind was in supreme command 
of the most stupendous array of organ- 
ized emotion ever before marshaled for 
battle. Mastery of and guidance by 
expert military science is an imperative 
necessity to the commanding general; 
but the batteries of victory are charged 
with the emotional life of the army. 
Reason, intellect, is an imperial force. 
Its fundamental and vital values in 
human affairs cannot be overestimated, 
but its final test of value in civilization 
appears in its ability to guide the emo- 
tional life of humanity. As far as the 
general human movement is concerned, 
intellect not in control of a constituent 
emotional life is like a king without 
a throne or realm. 

Civilization is an artificial creation, 
a creation, however, undergoing con- 
tinuous modification, advancing or retro- 
grading according to the quality of 
forces acting upon its structure. The 
social evolution is something very dis- 
tinct, both in character and in process, 
from that organic evolution in nature of 
which Darwin was the chief prophet and 
expounder. The Darwinian evolution 
deals most largely with things physical. 
Its modifications and developments are 
something transmitted through the slow 



and narrow processes of physical descent 
from parent to offspring. The social 
evolution is ethical. It is the creation 
of educational processes. It receives 
its expansions and enrichments from 
wide and various environmental minis- 
tries. Each generation inheriting directly 
the knowledge and social wealth of its 
predecessor may pass all this down, 
enriched by its own distinct acquisitions, 
to its successor. Thus it is inherently 
possible that the social evolution may 
take on rapid and vast strides of progress, 
as also of new direction. 

The organic evolution of Darwinism, 
physical in character, whatever promise 
it may give for an improving animal- 
hood, is fatally shut up to fields of hard 
and interminable conflict and must move 
slowly, if not uncertainly, along the 
narrow lines of physical descent. It is, 
however, one of the amazements in 
general psychology to note the influence 
of the Darwinian theories in their 
attempted application to civilization. 
Haeckel, a pure Darwinian materialist, 
undertook to apply on all fours the 
physical-heredity philosophy to the en- 
tire development of human society. 
He regarded man simply as a "social 
vertebrate." He seems to have no 
conception of an ethical altruism which 
may some day convert civilization into 
a school of unselfish and benevolent 
ministries for all mankind. The vicious 
and fatal defect in Herbert Spencer's 
social philosophy was his attempt to 
exalt materialistic values as a substitute 
for the highest social and moral func- 
tions. His philosophy is a labored and 
ingenious attempt to combine irrecon- 
cilables, to abolish the indestructible 
distinctions which must forever exist 
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between material causes and moral 
results. Haeckel and Spencer, however, 
are only typical of the vast engulfing 
of modern philosophical thought in the 
bogs of Darwinian materialism. Dar- 
win, like a kind of Titanic magician, 
has put the spell of a resistless fascina- 
tion upon all Western scientific thought. 
It has been widely accepted, and without 
effective protest, that the law of organic 
heredity must be the one law of final 
progress. Even were there no retro- 
grade movements in the processes of this 
law, it is obvious that progress wrought 
under these processes must be, if there 
is any at all, by slow and tortuous 
courses. The ideal goal, if it is ever 
to be reached, must be placed at a dis- 
tance of practically infinite remoteness. 
The most hopeful and prophetic minds 
have felt a slowing pulse from this logic. 
The great Laureate, while always opti- 
mistic for the final future, felt forced to 
concede a long-deferred advent for 
the ideal humanity. It was with him 
"a far-off divine event." Tracing man's 
evolution from its sources in the jungle, 
he says: 

If twenty million of summers are stored 

in the sunlight still, 
We are far from the noon of man, there is 

time for the race to grow. 

And again : 

Red of the dawn! 

Is it turning a fainter red ? so be it, but when 

shall we lay 
The ghost of the Brute that is walking and 

haunting us yet, and be free ? 
In a hundred, a thousand winters? Ah, 

what will our children be, 
The men of a hundred thousand, a million 

summers away ? 



This philosophy, as far as its final 
beneficence as applied to untold thou- 
sands of unborn generations is concerned, 
is something as cold as fatalism. We of 
today, when toiling in our best light, 
may well feel that our contributions 
toward a perfect future are but little 
more than that of the coral insects, 
which by dying contribute impercept- 
ibly to the aeonian upbuilding of sub- 
terranean islands. 

The nightmare of such a philosophy is 
being lifted from thought. Increasingly 
and with growing clearness it is appear- 
ing that the heredity of the jungle is 
very little, if at all, a basic philosophy 
for civilization. Civilization is a social, 
not a physical, product. Its structure 
must furnish ample room for the school- 
ing and development of the ethical and 
altruistic emotions. In both Christian 
thought and democratic ideals the in- 
trinsic and inalienable equality of the 
rights of all men increasingly asserts 
itself as an unescapable truth. An ideal 
society must be altruistic in spirit. 
There can be no ideal democracy, much 
less a true Christianity, in which all 
citizens are not imbued with a sense 
of obligation to serve the best interests 
of their fellows. This spirit is funda- 
mental to the social compact. 

An associated truth in the social 
evolution, and one of greatest signifi- 
cance, is that the mind of the child is 
far from being definitely shaped by its 
physical heredity. The social environ- 
ment, with its reactions upon the child 
mind, is the chief maker of the future 
man or woman. The mind of every 
normal child is largely a susceptible 
blank waiting to be impressed with the 
thought, the ideals, the emotions, which 
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shall control its future character, deci- 
sions, and activities. 

These are the basic conditions of the 
social evolution: upon the one hand, 
altruism, service, the subordination of 
individual selfishness and preferences 
to the common good; upon the other 
hand, the educational preoccupation 
of the mind of childhood with an ideal 
ethical, social emotionalism. 

Given right direction to these funda- 
mental factors, it is evident that a new 
human world, so far from being "a far- 
off divine event," might be evolved in a 
single generation. This is no speculative 
assumption. Its possibilities are affirmed 
by most striking historic precedents. 
Germany failed strategically to give 
right application to the principle; but 
in her official, intensive, and universal 
training, for more than a whole gene- 
ration, of her child mind in an absolute 
subserviency and devotion to the ideals 
of the state, she demonstrated what 
could be done in subordinating an entire 
population to the emotion of a single 
ideal. The experiment narrowly failed. 
It failed because its motive was egoistic 
rather than altruistic. It was an organ- 
ized assault against all outside humanity 
rather than a movement seeking the 
advancement of world-welfare. Never- 
theless the history is a stupendous illus- 
tration of the educational possibilities of 
transforming a whole population within 
the lifetime of a single generation. 

Japan but yesterday was a hermit 
nation, her tallest summits scarcely 
visible above the historic horizon. Her 
national life has been suddenly touched 
by new ideals. She has come under 
the obsession of great new emotions, 
and, as by a single leap, she has placed 



herself among the great civilizations. 
The trouble with Japan is that her new 
national and controlling emotion is 
overmuch fraught with self-centered 
and militant motives. An illustration 
more in support of moral optimism is 
furnished in recent religious develop- 
ments in Korea. Yesterday Korea was 
pagan and Christless. The advent of 
the Christian missionary to her peoples 
is but recent. Today, however, her 
enrolled evangelical church member- 
ship numbers more than 300,000 souls, 
and the newly awakened enthusiasm of 
the Koreans for Christianity is perhaps 
the most signal phenomenon in the entire 
history of the nation. 

The historical incidents are so numer- 
ous, so pronounced, as to make it need- 
less to argue the results, the transforma- 
tions, which may come suddenly to an 
entire people from the educational in- 
fusion of a new ideal. The American 
nation is by practiced habit a nation of 
pacifists; but in just the recent months 
we have seen a most phenomenal mili- 
tant awaking of its citizens. In response 
to an ideal practically new to this genera- 
tion, under the urge of a tidal emotion 
which has swept the land, the young men 
of America have organized themselves 
into a resistless crusade for the defense 
of world-democracy. There is no meas- 
uring the power of a great social ideal 
when once it appeals to the heart of a 
whole people. Dynamic idealism, stir- 
ring the heart of society with a new 
emotionalism, will be the creator of new 
social and moral eras in civilization. 
This would mean new racial migrations, 
the installation of new world-reforms 
in a day. The prime need of the social 
and moral leaders of the present world 
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is clear vision and moral earnestness, 
and they will induct our very children 
into the citizenship of a new age. 

Multiplying signs of the times fore- 
token a new day. The watchman, as he 
brushes from his locks the dews of the 
night, beholds a far-flung "red of the 
dawn." The great war through which 
we have come has been a marvelous 
revealer of the age altruisms. Not 
only has the choice life of the world 
poured itself out upon the altars of 
of sacrifice, but for the cause of humanity 
wealth has been consecrated in unprece- 
dented volume. The most perfectly 
trained surgical and medical skill, the 
most cultivated and idealistic young 
manhood, the most beautiful woman- 
hood, all re-enforced by the most con- 
summate science and by every material 
appliance, have been mobilized for 
humane service. If the war has inflicted 
untold suffering upon the world it has 
also been the occasion for revealing and 
exalting a human beneficence akin to 
the divine. Never before was prophetic 
vision focused upon a world-humanity as 
now. 

A "League of Nations" — what does 
it mean ? It means altruism on a world- 
scale. Nations in blocks are proposing 
to forego hitherto selfish and cherished 
interests for the sake of forming a safe 
and secure alliance for world-harmony 
and for the universal rights of man. A 
powerful league of democratic nations 
already practically exists. A full world- 
league may not come in a day, but it is 
on the way and is sure to arrive. The 
thrones of aristocracy are tumbling 
down. We live in the rising era of 
world-democracy. Protestant Christian- 
ity, too long and too much divided 



into competitive sects, is seeking as 
never before, and at its very centers of 
power, to reconstitute itself into an 
organic and working unity for its more 
effective moral conquest of the world. 
The traffics of impurity and intemper- 
ance were never so resisted, never so 
hard hit, as today. There never were 
such penetrating and analyzing studies 
of social and industrial conditions as 
now; never so firm and general a pur- 
pose to instal social and industrial 
equities. Great and unprecedented 
philanthropies are multiplying upon 
every hand and are ever more effectively 
reaching out to human needs. 

Mr. Kidd very confidently believed 
that woman, "by the necessities of her 
being, has carried within her nature from 
the beginning in its highest potentialities 
the principle of the new era of power." 
Schopenhauer declared, though he dis- 
played a kind of chronic enmity toward 
woman, that she is a being to whom " the 
race is more than the individual, and 
the future greater than the present." 
He further says: "In the recesses of her 
heart she lives always and altogether 
more in the race than in the individual." 
Does it not appear then that the real 
era of woman's power is already in 
the full dawn ? The doors of all indus- 
tries and professions are now open to 
her. It is the day of woman's colleges 
and of all higher educational opportuni- 
ties for the sex. The great democracies, 
one after another, are conferring upon 
her the suffrage. The age is calling 
upon womanhood to assume without 
obstruction the highest throne of her 
possibilities. 

The times are socially and morally 
dynamic. This is the birth-time of 
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forces which are to take a new direction 
of the world. The agencies of progress 
were never so numerous, never so 
effective. Continents and oceans are 
traversed at express speed. The age 
commands electric and instant knowl- 
edge of all current human movements 
throughout the world. The processes of 
world-education are pervasive and rapid 
as never before. The public conscience 
was never so sensitive to moral issues. 
The alliance of moral forces was never 
so potential. 

If in the past environing shadows 
have at times made somewhat uncertain 



the courses of human history, we now 
can no longer doubt that new and guid- 
ing lights are gathering upon all skies. 
We know that in this very day as in no 
other day, 

Prophet-eyes do catch a glory surely gaining 
on the shade. 

The conflict between good and evil forces 
is still drastic and may be unduly 
prolonged; but civilization is surely 
migrating to its better heritage — a 
heritage where righteousness, brother- 
hood, enlightenment, and liberty shall 
assert perpetual sway. 
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The following paper is an outline, hardly more than a catalogue, of some of the con- 
siderations which arise from the present tendencies toward co-operative unity among 
Protestant bodies. It is printed in its present form rather than after more complete 
development, in the hope that it may serve as indicating a helpful line of cleavage. 



By secondary Christianity is meant 
a group of practices and beliefs which 
are not essential to Christian faith. 
Such secondary Christianity results both 
from the accretion of practices already in 
the social order and from popular think- 
ing about theology. 

In the days of the disintegration of 
Roman civilization secondary Chris- 
tianity took over from current paganism 
asceticism, the veneration of relics, saints, 
and the Virgin Mary. In the course of 
time there developed orders, auricular 
confession, penance, priestly absolution, 



the mass, and various forms of the 
ancient religious practices which have 
been preserved in the Catholic church. 

At the same time there was developed 
a secondary theology, which gave this 
secondary cultus a theological inter- 
pretation. Thus, for example, the Eu- 
charist evoked a doctrine of the mass, 
and baptism a doctrine of regeneration. 

In the Reformation much of this 
secondary Christianity was removed 
from the main stock of Christian belief. 
The Reformers by making the Bible 
the standard of faith and practice were 
inevitably led to abandon many of the 



